SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT : St. Stephen Roman Catholic Church
December 4, 2016 218 Valley Street

: Port Carbon PA 17965

: : Phone: 570-622-6600 FAX: 570-622-9817

§On this Second Sunday of Advent our focus begins OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

From Pastor’s Desk

i to shift from the end of time to the time immedi- (closed Monday)
: ately before the first coming of Christ into the :
iworl d. Yet the message is sitijll the same: God’s

ireign is at hand. Our first reading today is from the :
: prophet Isaiah, describing the peaceable kingdom . . _ ) )
:of God, the day of the Messiah of the Lord. In this Administrator—570 4_29 0701

i kingdom ancient enmities are ended, and enemies or 5_70'622'6600 T“eS'F“ 10 am'3_pm

i live as neighbors. In the midst of our present cir- SCAssisi@ptd.net or saintstephen2@verizon.net

: cumstances we need to be like John the Baptist

Rev. Msgr. William F. Glosser, V.F., M.A., M.Div.,

i proclaiming the kingdom of God is at hand by pre- :

gparing the way of the Lord and making straight the : Rev. David W. Karns, M.Div., Pastor Emeritus

Lord’s path. :

Website - http://saintstephen2.com

: The Catholic Church & Cremation :

i Recently the Vatican re-affirmedt he Cat hol i c iChlur (Fhma“ Address - saintstephen2@verizon.net

: position on cremation; this is NOT new teaching. The Mass Schedule

: Church believes and teaches that man and woman were Sunday: 9:30 AM

: created in the image and likeness of God, therefore our : v

: bodies are to be treated with dignity. St. Paul writes that

: we are sacred temples and stewards of our bodies mean- : **Pplease consult weekly Schedule inside for Holy-

iing they are God's gift to us iarfd gifts a 'daystafid éhindes € 2 s -

i ured. The remains of the deceased should be buried ina :

: place of respect aka a cemetery where a priest has

Eblessed the earth wherein the remains will be laid to rest.
(Contmued on page 3)

We are handicap  -accessible 6

CHANGES OF ADDRESS Please notify us as soon as you are aware that you will be moving. Our deadline to change a
mailing address for envelopes is the last weekday of the month prior to delivery. Envelopes are non-profit rate and are
not allowed to be forwarded by the U. S. P. S. They must be returned to us and then we must pay postage again on
the returned mail. Thank you for your cooperation.

MARRIAGES : Couples planning to be married must contact the pastor at least 1 year prior to the desired date of
the marriage.
BAPTISMS : Call the Rectory to Schedule

CERTIFICATES OF ELIGIBILITY to act as a Confirmation Sponsor, Godparent, Marriage Witness, etc., will only be
issued to parishioners who are actually registered in the parish and attend Mass on a regular basis. If you are not re-
ceiving and using weekly envelopes, you are NOT REGISTERED.
PREP/CCD : A child preparing to receive any Sacrament must be a practicing Catholic and in a Religious Education Pro-
gram for two consecutive years immediately prior to receiving the Sacrament. CCD families must be registered
parishioners. See http://svrep.weebly.com/ for more information.

The Rosary is prayed before each Mass on weekends and weekdays. (Please join us about 30 minutes before each
Mass)
St. Vincent de Paul Society — Second Monday of the month at 6:00 PM in the Rectory
NOTE: Diocesan Policies on the Protection of Youth can be found at
http://www.allentowndiocese.org/the-diocese/youth-protection/

Sister Mary Jane Dunleavy, S.S.]).— Pastoral Associate— Phone—570-544-2464
Mary Ann Lubinsky—Local Safe Environment Coordinator— Phone—570-622-6600
Ms. Wendy S. Krisak— Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator— Direct Line—800-791-9209
Sr. Meg Cole, S.S.]J., M.S., LMFT— Diocesan Safe Environment Coordinator— Phone—610-332-0442, Ext. 19
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SANCTUARY CANDLE INTENTION
In Memory of George J. Sauers (John & Beverly Caruso)

NOTE: St. Clare of Assisi Masses
4 PM Saturday (December 10)
Joan Piari Lord (Michael Piari)
4 PM Saturday (December 17)
James & Catherine Smith, Rev. Martin Smith (Linda & Martin Smith)

Sunday (December 4) Second Sunday of Advent

9:30 AM—Verna McDonald (2nd Anniv) & Helen Fredericks
(Joan & Lawrence Fredericks) and James Corson, Sr. (Bob Corson)

Wednesday (December 7) Vigil of Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
6:30 PM—Brian Bierman (Anne Marie Bierman)

Sunday (December 11) Third Sunday of Advent

9:30 AM—Betty Feeley (12th Anniv) (James Feeley) and
Sonny Shipe, Kathy Bambrick and Patrick Bambrick (Betty Shipe)

UPCOMING COLLECTIONS
December 10-11
1st—Weekly
2nd—Cemetery Upkeep

Weekend Mass Attendance for November 27
9:30AM: 135
37 parishioners attended the 4PM Mass at St. Clare
of Assisi this past weekend.
26 parishioners attended the 8:30AM & 10:30AM
Masses at St. Clare

NOTE: Thursday, December 8 is the Feast of the

Immaculate Conception—As a holy day of obligation,

we wi || celebrate Mary’s conception
ber 8 with the following Masses:

Wednesday, December 7 at 6:30PM in St. Stephen

Thursday, December 8 at 8AM in St. Clare of Assisi

Thursday, December 8 at 6:30PM in Immaculate

Conception sacred space.

SUNDAY COLLECTION

2016/2017 B t
0 z\quund:;lge $200,000.00

Amount Needed Weekly $3,846.00
Collection November 26-27 $2,954.00
Cemetery Collection $ 80.00

Needed to Date (22nd week) $84,612.00
Collected to Date (22nd week) $83,893.00
Over/(Under) Budget $(719.00)

LECTORS
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS

Sunday December 11
Maureen Challenger and Judy Johnson
Sunday December 18
Lisa Gasper/Sister Mary Jane
Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve
(4:00 pm)
Edward Tray/Judy Johnson
December 25, Christmas Day (10:15 am)
Lisa Gasper/Sister Mary Jane

Servers’
Schedule

Sunday, December 11
9:30 AM—Annabella Chaklos

Sunday, December 18
9:30 AM—Jacob Challenger

Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve
4:00 PM—Aiden Brennan
Sunday, December 25, Christmas Day
10:15 AM—Ciara Gilbert and Charissa
Gilbert

The St. Vincent de Paul Society will have the
regular yearly Christmas Cookie Sale on Sun-
day, Dec. 11 after 9:30 Mass. Calling all bak-
ers!!l Please help us! The next meeting is
scheduled for March, weather permitting.

ST. STEPHEN CHURCH NUT ROLL SALE—Just
i® fimeTfér Chrstiadl An dPdeE ferth-is enclosed
and also on our website.
Price is $15 each. They
make great gifts even if
just for yourself! Deadline
to order is extended to
Monday, December 5,
12 noon. Pickup will
Wednesday, December 14,
1-3 pm in the Church Sacristy. As of this print-
ing, we have sold 91. We need to sell 100 to
make a profit. Thank you for your support.

On Sunday, December 18th following
the 9:30 Mass, we will decorate our
church for Christmas. We are looking
for parishioners to volunteer to help. If
you can come and lend a hand, we
would love to have you. Father Bill will
be treating you. Please contact the rec-
tory to let us know if you will be at-
tending. Thank you!




: From Pastor’s Desk : The "Perfect” Priest
: = The results of a computerized survey indicate the perfect
: The Catholic Church & Cremation (cont’d from page : priest preaches exactly fifteen minutes. He condemns sins

i1) : but never upsets anyone. He works from 8:00 AM until

: The preferred practice in the Rite of Catholic Funerals is midnight and is also a janitor. He makes $50 a week,

: that the body be brought to Church for the celebration of : wears good clothes, buys good books, drives a good car,
:a Mass of Christian Burial. After this rite is completed the :  and gives about $50 weekly to the poor. He is 28 years

: body may be cremated and then properly buried in sa- : old and has preached 30 years. He has a burning desire
i cred ground. to work with teenagers and spends all of his time with

: senior citizens.
: In the event that the cremation MUST occur before a fu-

: neral Mass is offered, a funeral Mass with cremains may :  The perfect priest smiles all the time with a straight face

i occur in Church BUT the cremains MUST be interred in a because he has a sense of humor that keeps him seri-

i reasonable amount of time in sacred ground. : ously dedicated to his work. He makes 15 calls daily on

: : parish families, shut-ins and the hospitalized, and is al-

: The ashes of the deceased Catholic MUST NEVER be scat- ways in his office when needed.

: tered over any space, nor divided among family and :

i friends, nor kept in a home, nor fashioned into jewelry. i  If your priest does not measure up, simply send this letter
i The Church views none of these as due respect for the i to six other churches that are tired of their priest, too.

: sacredness of the body. Catholics still in possession of a i Then bundle up your priest and send him to the church on
:loved ones cremains should give due consideration to : the top of the list. In one week, you will receive 1,643
:laying them in a sacred place of rest. i priests and one of them will be perfect. Have faith in this
: i procedure.

: Helpful Information about attending the Saturday

: Vigil Mass i One parish broke the chain and got its old priest back in
i1 Theparking lot on the corner of Carroll & Mills Streets ;  less than three weeks.

holds over 100 cars. It is half a block away from the :
church. It is on the flat for easy walking. The parking :
lot will be well illuminated when it gets dark. :

ICC Caterers All You Can Eat Breakfast today until
11:30 am to benefit St. Clare of Assisi parish.

ﬂ There is a handicap lift for those people who have Mandated Reporter LIVE Training
: difficulty walking steps. There is also an operator for : For those who do not have access to a computer to com-
the lift at all Masses. plete this important course which fulfills the State law to

work with young children, there will be a training session

: : January 9, 2017 at St . Jerome’ s S
:1 The Mass intention that would have been offered at : 5:30-8:30PM. Register by the deadline of January 5.

: St. Stephen’s will also be Off'IFherelda&eofﬂ;S’(MDforeachpersonattendmgthellve

ﬂ Your St. Stephen's envel opes: c5ininglisted aboveand thefeewilcover the materials
: collection basket where they will be separated and : and snacks. This fee will be reimburse by our parish to

ﬂ Confessions are Saturdays 3:15-3:40

; ) : you for completion. To register for either session, please
; credited to St. Stephen’s. o tactRuth Davis at 610.332.0442 (x16)
i1 Family members are invited to bring up the offertory :  please mail your $5.00 check or money order payable to
gifts. i  the Diocese of Allentown to: Office of Safe Environment,
{ Parish Mass Schedule of Significance i 2145 Madison Ave., Bethlehem, PA 18017
i Saturday, December 24 Christmas Eve Mass at 4PM :
: Sunday, December 25 Christmas Morning Mass at :  Mass Books/Hymnals— Thank you to those who have
$10:15AM : donated to help cover the costs of the 2017 Liturgical
iSunday, January 1 New Year's [Oa y Yeqy Bregking Preag Bgoks(hymnals. Donations still
: : gratefully accepted. I't’s notlnt oo
Preparations for the Coming of Christ—Advent Memory Of or In Honor Of someone, the minimum dona-
! Scripture Series—Tues, December 6, 8:30-9:30AM : tionis $10 each. Please legibly print your donation infor-
{ The Incarnation and Virginal Birth following 8 AM : mation on the envelope. Cost of books $1,364, collected
i Mass at St. Clare of Assisi. Coffee and a continental i  so far $930 from 74 families. Thank you
: breakfast will be available for participants. Please call the . . o
i rectory to express an interest. : Loqlqng for Rellglou§ Goods? Be rger " s T'r inity
: Religious Goods Store in Elysburg specializes in rosaries,
: Christmas Flower Donations—Please legibly print the i statues, missals and prayer books, medals, spiritual read-
:In Honor Of and In Memory Of information. Thank you i  ing, etc. They are open Tuesday through Saturday. Frank
i for your generous donations! ¢ and Sue are wonderful people! Pay them a visit at their

great store; one will not be disappointed.

Advent Confessions o .
The Divine Mercy Perpetual Adoration Chapel New

Confessions for Christmas will begin on December :  Open Hours: Sunday 12am, 4am; Tuesday 2am; Friday
12. Confessions will be held at various times i 3pm, 6pm; Saturday 12pm, 1pm, 7pm. Please contact

(afternoons and evenings) and at both St. Clare of :  Albert (570-573-0036) or Aleece (366-7343).
Assisi and St. Stephen’s. Please take advantage of :
the schedule and do not wait to the last minute.



St. Stephen New Cemetery n “THE CRAFTY FLY”
C-WETL OFTICAL Valley St., Port Carbon : I : - gift shoppe
' ) ¢ Featuring
Ray Miske, Optician Burial Plots, $450 or 2 for $80( ~ LIZA-BETH'S TEA ROOM
Dr. Janine Davis Watkins, with Perpetual Care IN MEMORY OF = Tea Room gy
Optometrist ; Rest.frvation n!y
Eye Exams + Contact Lenses | Call Mary Ann at the Rectory JOSEPH AND JOAN i g i
109 Pike St. Port Carbon during business hours. KRYNOCK '
Phone 570-622-0226
Eye Exams for any Age! 570-622-6600
New Patients Welcome )
OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT : E iJ' = HAPPY E ij =
. 169th ANNIVERSARY
MATTHEW C. SOPHY, D.O.
BOARD CERTIFIED FAMILY PRACTICE AND GERIATRICS To OU R PARISH
h i e FOUNDED BY
BISHOP JOHN NEUMANN
TELEPHONE: 570-622-6302
FAX: 570-622-7153 J U LY 1 7 1 847
14
==  TOTALACCESSIBILITY LLC
I |
WE MISS YOU DAD! | ACORN Stairlifts
K PRIDE Mobility Scooters and Accessories
RICHARD W. THOMAS
10/17/1933f 3/21/2012 Handicapped Ramps * Wheelchair lifts and carriers
MADE IN USA - Custom Canes & Walking Sticks
GONE BUT NOT 570-622-7785 * 570-490-7750
FORGOTTEN 108 Coal Street, Port Carbon PA 087456
Dondot f|l =M. [ O Please
tell our == sce s 'S
HAHNER BROS, INC. : S o
Ad vertisers Celebrating our 73rd Year U p p ort ur
where vou saw 12N. 22nd Street IN MEMORY OF
Y Pottsville, PA 17901 DONNA M. ZELINSKY Adver’rlsers
. Phone: 570-622-6150
their ad! Fax: 570-622-7050
Email: scott.hahns@comcast.net
Maryann Conway, Esquire  ROBERT A. EVANS, JR. . TUSONG8S TV &
1825 West Market Street FUNERAL HOME = = 475 SUNBURY ST.
Pottsville, Pennsylvania _ I MINERSVILLE, PA 17954
A family lawyer in business | Port Carbon, PA 17965 IN MEMORY OF
for more than 20 years serv- 570-622-8411 QUALITY ALWAYS
ing mothers and fathers and REV. JOHN JOSEPH
children and helping to plan JOHN LAZARCHICK, OWNER
and administer estates.570 Annual Sponsor of our McNAMARA 570-544-4252
628-4582 Parish Calendars
maryannconwaylaw@gmail.com CELL 57491-8581




