SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD St. Stephen Roman Catholic Church
December 25, 2016 218 Valley Street

: Port Carbon PA 17965

: : Phone: 570-622-6600 FAX: 570-622-9817

: Christmas is not only a time to keep watch for OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

i Santa Claus and his eight tiny reindeer. Christmas (closed Monday)

: (especially at the Masses on Christmas Eve) is also

:a time to keep watch. We wait for justice and

From Pastor’s Desk

i mercy to descend from heaven, for the fullness of
: life to spring up from the earth. In the mystery of . .
i the Christmas liturgies, on these most holy of all Adm|n|strator—570-4_29-0701

:days when the Son of God became flesh through or 570-622-6600 Tues-Fri 10 am-3 pm
ithe Virgin Mary, we now wait for the same Son of SCAssisi@ptd.net or saintstephen2@verizon.net

i God to appear in glory.

Rev. Msgr. William F. Glosser, V.F., M.A., M.Div.,

§On behalf of myself and our entire parish staff we Rev. David W. Karns, M.Div., Pastor Emeritus
: extend our wishes for a blessed and happy Christ-

i mas to all our parishioners and their families, and Website - http://saintstephen2.com

:to all our visitors either home for the holidays and E-mail Address - saintstephen2@verizon.net
: holy days or just looking for a place to celebrate :

iJesus’ coming into your |I|ifie]l] I n a ver Mass@Schedulal way,
:to all our fabulous parish volunteers who give of Sunday: 9:30 AM

:themselves not just on Christmas but every day. At :
i this time we gratefully salute those who fund raise :
:and all those who make our Christmas Mass beauti- :
i ful in decoration, song, and proclamation. :

**Please consult weekly Schedule inside for Holy-
days and changes

Merry Christmas! We are handicap ~ -accessible ('5

Father Bill Continued on page 3)

CHANGES OF ADDRESS Please notify us as soon as you are aware that you will be moving. Our deadline to change a
mailing address for envelopes is the last weekday of the month prior to delivery. Envelopes are non-profit rate and are
not allowed to be forwarded by the U. S. P. S. They must be returned to us and then we must pay postage again on
the returned mail. Thank you for your cooperation.

MARRIAGES : Couples planning to be married must contact the pastor at least 1 year prior to the desired date of
the marriage.
BAPTISMS : Call the Rectory to Schedule

CERTIFICATES OF ELIGIBILITY to act as a Confirmation Sponsor, Godparent, Marriage Witness, etc., will only be
issued to parishioners who are actually registered in the parish and attend Mass on a regular basis. If youare  not_
receiving and using weekly envelopes, you are NOT REGISTERED.
PREP/CCD : A child preparing to receive any Sacrament must be a practicing Catholic and in a Religious Education Pro-
gram for two consecutive years immediately prior to receiving the Sacrament. CCD/PREP families must be
registered parishioners. See http://svrep.weebly.com/ for more information.

The Rosary is prayed before each Mass on weekends and weekdays. (Please join us about 30 minutes before each
Mass)
St. Vincent de Paul Society — Second Monday of the month at 6:00 PM in the Rectory
NOTE: Diocesan Policies on the Protection of Youth can be found at
http://www.allentowndiocese.org/the-diocese/youth-protection/

Sister Mary Jane Dunleavy, S.S.]).— Pastoral Associate— Phone—570-544-2464
Mary Ann Lubinsky—Local Safe Environment Coordinator— Phone—570-622-6600
Ms. Wendy S. Krisak— Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator— Direct Line—800-791-9209
Sr. Meg Cole, S.S.]J., M.S., LMFT— Diocesan Safe Environment Coordinator— Phone—610-332-0442, Ext. 19
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SANCTUARY CANDLE INTENTION
IN MEMORY OF MARGARET SULLIVAN (James Sullivan)

NOTE: St. Clare of Assisi Masses
4 PM Saturday (December 31)
Dolores Feeley (James Feeley)

4 PM Saturday (January 7
Robert J. Reiley (Florence Trabosh)

Saturday (December 24) Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord

4:00 PM—Edward & Eleanor Hale, George & Edwardine Hahn
(Karen Hahn) and
Maurice Mirabella (Jeanie & Bill Kline)

Sunday (December 25) The Nativity of the Lord

10:15 AM—Carl Leibel Sr. and
M/M Lawrence Fredericks Sr. and M/M Matt McDonald (Joan &
Lawrence Fredericks)

Sunday (January 1) Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of

God

9:30 AM—Larry Eich IV (11th Anniv) (Janet Eich) and
Joseph Shapella (38th Anniv) and Betty Shapella (Dorothy Shipe)

UPCOMING COLLECTIONS
January 1
1st—Weekly
2nd—Solemnity of Mary and Building Fund

January 8
1st—Weekly
2nd—Cemetery Maintenance

Weekend Mass Attendance for December 18
9:30AM: 140

SUNDAY COLLECTION

2016/2017 Budget
/ udge $200,000.00

(All Funds)
Amount Needed Weekly $3,846.00
Collection December 17-18 $3,352.00

Cemetery Collection $ 30.00
Needed to Date (25th week) $96,150.00

Collected to Date (25th week) $94,937.00

Over/(Under) Budget $(1,213.00)

LECTORS
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS

January 1, 8, 15
Edward Tray/Maureen Challenger

January 22-29
Karen Kuperavage/Mary Ann Lubinsky

Servers’
Schedule

Sunday, January 1, Solemnity of Mary,
the Holy Mother of God
9:30 AM—Taylor Lazarchick

Sunday, January 8
9:30 AM—Emily Yordy

Sunday, January 15
9:30 AM—Aiden Brennan

Sunday, January 22
9:30 AM—Neiko Eckley

Do you have a parishioner neighbor who can
no longer get to church? Please take some
blessed straw and a bulletin to them. If they
are not on our Communion Call list, suggest
they contact the rectory.

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass followed by
Veneration of the First-Class Relic of Saint
Pauline Visintainer of the Agonizing Heart of Je-
sus, Patron Saint of Diabetics and all those who
are sick, will be held this Monday, December
26th at 5 p.m. at Our Lady
Church in Pottsville.

My Gift to the Christ Child

Lord Jesus, I give you my hands to do your
work,

I give you my feet to go your way,

I give you my eyes to see as you see,

I give you my ears to hear as your hear,

I give you my tongue to speak as you
speak,

I give you my heart that you may love in
me your Father and all mankind.

I give you my spirit that it may be you who
pray in me,

I give you my whole self,

Lord Jesus, that it may be

You who grows, works, loves, & &

i | - ~
and prays in me. Amen! | —
y




From Pastor’s Desk
STATE OF THE PARISH ADDRESS

On Sunday, January 8 at the 9:30AM Mass, instead of a
¢ homily Fr. Bill will present to the parishioners of the par- :
i ish the fiscal picture of the parish. Please note that this
imight take slightly longer
: 12 minute homily. This presentation will contain NO :
: BOMBSHELL announcements but rather to let ALL parish- :
: ioners know the financial concerns that we face at St.
Stephen’ s.

For those parishioners who cannot attend the 9:30AM
Mass or those parishioners who wish to attend the 4PM

: Mass at St. Cl are on January§

: presentation will be available at the rectory for pick up or :

{  one can call the rectory to have one mailed to them.
PLEASE NOTE: People who are not active parishioners

¢ are not entitled to this report. An active parishioner is

i defined as registered in the parish and attends Mass at

: St . St ephenreguarbasis.a

Rectory Post-Christmas Hours To enjoy the holiday
:and holy day, the rectory office will be closed this Mon-
:day and Tuesday.

gThe rectory office will close on Friday, December 31 at 12 :
inoon and be closed on Monday, January 2. Please con- :
t duct your business accordingly.

iSede Vacante— Sede Vacante” in
ichair”. This reference is to
: of the Diocese of Allentown is empty as Bishop Barres

i has been named bishop of Rockville Center on Long Is-
:land. He will be installed as bishop of that diocese on
:January 31, 2017.

: Our Diocese must now prayerfully wait for the papal nun-
i cio in Washington, DC to submit a terna to Pope Francis. :
: A terna is his recommendation of three candidates to be-
§come our new Bishop of Allentown The terna can have :
: names of other bishops or the names of other priests to
: be elevated to the rank of bishop. It is even possible to
i have a priest from our own Diocese recommended. The
i Holy Father will consider carefully these recommenda- :
itions but in the end the decision is made by Pope Francis.

gThe filling of the episcopal office for our Diocese could be
: for a brief period or a lengthy period of time dependent :
:upon what the Holy Father discerns is needed for Allen-
:town.

: Assumption BVM School News—Open House As-
i sumption BVM School will have an Open House on Sun-
: day, January 8" from 11:30am until 2pm.

: Gift Cards to benefits our Catholic Schools Both As- :
: sumption and Nativity can sell gift cards for local grocery
: stores, department stores in Schuylkill County as well as :
: Berks County and the Lehigh Valley, gasoline gift cards, :
i etc. The school receives a percentage of the sale of these :
: gift cards. Why not use these gifts cards to purchase :
:your groceries, gas, restaurants, etc and help either our :
: Catholic grade school or high school in the process? Con- :
: tact the school offices for more information. :

thén

Bishop Barres’ Farewell Mass

Before departing to become the fifth bishop of the Diocese
of Rockville Centre, NY, Bishop Barres will celebrate a fi-
nal Mass in the Diocese of Allentown on Sunday, January
22,2017 at 12:00 PM at the Cathedral of Saint Catharine
of Siena (1825 West Turner Street, Allentown,

PA. 18104). All in the Diocese are welcome and invited
toattend ¢His Mass .as vigei récbgnize and givelthaike for
the pastoral leadership of our fourth Shepherd. Let us
pray together, as a Diocese, for Bishop Barres as he takes
on the responsibility to lead and govern the people of
Rockville Centre. Following the Mass a social will follow
with light refreshments in the Parish Activity Center, di-
rectly below the Cathedral.

ConceimafardoanRriests Fr . Bi |l | ' s

Often our impression of our priests is colored by their per-
sonalities, flaws, and indiscretions. We fail to realize that
priests are human and they wer
experience the effects of original sin and are tempted by
the devil to commit sins, just like everyone else. We focus
on the priests with the problems or the miserable tem-
perament, or to like or dislike based upon our impres-
sions. We frequently criticize our priests and demean
them. While we might not like a priest for his bad habits,
sins, or manner of l'ife this i
priesthood. We perhaps need not like the man but re-
member the collar worn by so many good priests.

We have a number of priests who are quite ill still very
young. We have a number of priests dealing with stressful

La t 1 N st &tidAs SwhichecBHAe fdom their families or their minis-
t h etr|ésa ct

that the bishop’s chair
Please pray for the physical, spiritual, and emotional

health of the priests of our Diocese.

Thank you to the Anonymous Donor for the $500
donation toward Snow Removal!

Mandated Reporter LIVE Training
For those who do not have access to a computer to com-

plete this important course which fulfills the State law to
work with young children, there will be a training session
January 9, 2017 at St. Jer ome’
5:30-8:30PM. Register by the deadline of January 5.
There is a fee of $5.00 for each person attending the live
training listed above and the fee will cover the materials
and snacks. This fee will be reimburse by our parish to
you for completion. To register for either session, please
contact Ruth Davis at 610.332.0442 (x16)

Please mail your $5.00 check or money order payable to
the Diocese of Allentown to: Office of Safe Environment,
2145 Madison Ave., Bethlehem, PA 18017

Nativity BVM Diocesan Music Festival, Saturday,
January 28 beginning at 2 pm. All are welcome to attend.

The Divine Mercy Perpetual Adoration Chapel New
Open Hours: Sunday 12am, 4am; Tuesday 2am; Friday
10am, 6pm; Saturday 12pm, 1pm, 7pm. Please contact
Albert (570-573-0036) or Aleece (366-7343).

Christmas Flower Donations—Thank you for your gen-
erous donations already sent in. The list of contributors
and memorials will be published in mid January.

S

S



St. Stephen New Cemetery n “THE CRAFTY FLY”
C-WETL OFTICAL Valley St., Port Carbon : I : - gift shoppe
' ) ¢ Featuring
Ray Miske, Optician Burial Plots, $450 or 2 for $80( ~ LIZA-BETH'S TEA ROOM
Dr. Janine Davis Watkins, with Perpetual Care IN MEMORY OF = Tea Room gy
Optometrist ; Rest.frvation n!y
Eye Exams + Contact Lenses | Call Mary Ann at the Rectory JOSEPH AND JOAN i g i
109 Pike St. Port Carbon during business hours. KRYNOCK '
Phone 570-622-0226
Eye Exams for any Age! 570-622-6600
New Patients Welcome )
OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT : E iJ' = HAPPY E ij =
. 169th ANNIVERSARY
MATTHEW C. SOPHY, D.O.
BOARD CERTIFIED FAMILY PRACTICE AND GERIATRICS To OU R PARISH
h i e FOUNDED BY
BISHOP JOHN NEUMANN
TELEPHONE: 570-622-6302
FAX: 570-622-7153 J U LY 1 7 1 847
14
==  TOTALACCESSIBILITY LLC
I |
WE MISS YOU DAD! | ACORN Stairlifts
K PRIDE Mobility Scooters and Accessories
RICHARD W. THOMAS
10/17/1933f 3/21/2012 Handicapped Ramps * Wheelchair lifts and carriers
MADE IN USA - Custom Canes & Walking Sticks
GONE BUT NOT 570-622-7785 * 570-490-7750
FORGOTTEN 108 Coal Street, Port Carbon PA 087456
Dondot f|l =M. [ O Please
tell our == sce s 'S
HAHNER BROS, INC. : S o
Ad vertisers Celebrating our 73rd Year U p p ort ur
where vou saw 12N. 22nd Street IN MEMORY OF
Y Pottsville, PA 17901 DONNA M. ZELINSKY Adver’rlsers
. Phone: 570-622-6150
their ad! Fax: 570-622-7050
Email: scott.hahns@comcast.net
Maryann Conway, Esquire  ROBERT A. EVANS, JR. . TUSONG8S TV &
1825 West Market Street FUNERAL HOME = = 475 SUNBURY ST.
Pottsville, Pennsylvania _ I MINERSVILLE, PA 17954
A family lawyer in business | Port Carbon, PA 17965 IN MEMORY OF
for more than 20 years serv- 570-622-8411 QUALITY ALWAYS
ing mothers and fathers and REV. JOHN JOSEPH
children and helping to plan JOHN LAZARCHICK, OWNER
and administer estates.570 Annual Sponsor of our McNAMARA 570-544-4252
628-4582 Parish Calendars
maryannconwaylaw@gmail.com CELL 57491-8581




