
 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
JANUARY 29, 2017 

 
From Pastor’s Desk 

The beginnings of Ordinary Time for our Church are 
times of reflection, rejuvenation, and recommitment per-
taining to our discipleship with the Lord. We hear in the 
Gospels in these initial weeks, the healings that Jesus 

performs, the detoxing of demons that destroy one’s in-
ner peace, a “new way” to ponder God’s love; like the 
first followers, Jesus calls us to follow Him. 

This Sunday’s Gospel becomes the “fraternal twin” of the 
Ten Commandments. Jesus climbs the Mount of Beati-

tudes and teaches us His greatest curriculum – the Beati-
tudes! “Blessed are those who…” do what is just, right, 
kind. Those who must suffer, mourn, be filled with worry 
and anxiety. Jesus makes the Law personal! For those 
who are faithful their reward in heaven will be great. 

As we hear Jesus’ Call once again to follow, we are given 
the opportunity that St. John of the Cross says “not 
something new but something this time received.” May 
we open our hearts to see the Gospel as a new way of 
living. 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS Please notify us as soon as you are aware that you will be moving.  Our deadline to change a 
mailing address for envelopes is the last weekday of the month prior to delivery.  Envelopes are non-profit rate and are 

not allowed to be forwarded by the U. S. P. S.  They must be returned to us and then we must pay postage again on 
the returned mail.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

MARRIAGES : Couples planning to be married must contact the pastor at least 1 year prior to the desired date of 

the marriage. 

BAPTISMS : Call the Rectory to Schedule 

CERTIFICATES OF ELIGIBILITY to act as a Confirmation Sponsor, Godparent, Marriage Witness, etc., will only be 

issued to parishioners who are actually registered in the parish and attend Mass on a regular basis.  If you are not  

receiving and using weekly envelopes,  you are NOT REGISTERED.  

PREP/CCD : A child preparing to receive any Sacrament must be a practicing Catholic and in a Religious Education Pro-

gram for two consecutive years immediately prior to receiving the Sacrament.  CCD/PREP families must be  

registered parishioners.  See http://svrep.weebly.com/ for more information.  

The Rosary is prayed before each Mass on weekends and weekdays.  (Please join us about 30 minutes before each 

Mass) 

St. Vincent de Paul Society – Second Monday of the month at 6:00 PM in the Rectory 

NOTE:  Diocesan Policies on the Protection of Youth can be found at  

http://www.allentowndiocese.org/the-diocese/youth-protection/ 

Sister Mary Jane Dunleavy, S.S.J.— Pastoral Associate— Phone—570-544-2464 

Mary Ann Lubinsky—Local Safe Environment Coordinator— Phone—570-622-6600 

Ms. Wendy S. Krisak— Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator— Direct Line—800-791-9209 

Sr. Meg Cole, S.S.J., M.S., LMFT— Diocesan Safe Environment Coordinator— Phone—610-332-0442, Ext. 19 

St. Stephen Roman Catholic Church 

218 Valley Street 

Port Carbon PA 17965 

Phone: 570-622-6600      FAX: 570-622-9817 

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

(closed Monday)  

 

Rev. David W. Karns, M.Div., Pastor Emeritus 

Website - http://saintstephen2.com 
 

E-mail Address – saintstephen2@verizon.net 

Mass Schedule 

Sunday:  9:30 AM 

 

**Please consult weekly Schedule inside for Holy-

days and changes 

We are handicap - accessible  

JANUARY 29, 2017ðTHE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (Volume 17 Number 05) 

Rev. Msgr. William F. Glosser, V.F., M.A., M.Div., 

Administrator—570-429-0701 

or 570-622-6600 Tues-Fri 10 am-3 pm 

SCAssisi@ptd.net or saintstephen2@verizon.net 



 

 

SANCTUARY CANDLE INTENTION 

 

NOTE: St. Clare of Assisi Masses 

4 PM Saturday (February 4 ) - Regina Farber (Gary & Debbie 

Troy) 

4 PM Saturday (February 11) - Beatrice Nocket (Lillian McBreen) 

Sunday (January 29) Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:30 AM—Joan Marie Lord (Michael Piari) and 
**James Corson, Sr. (Bob Corson)     

Celebrant Father Bill 

Sunday (February 5) Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:30 AM—Melvia Ann Burke (John & Tina Smolock) and 
Russell Vandermartin (John & Cathy Baldigo) 

Celebrant Father Connolly 

Sunday (February 12) Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9:30 AM—Helen Pogera (Doris Burkot) 
Virginia Hoffman (1st Anniv) (Bev & Ed Chernes & Rosie) 

Celebrant Father Bill 

Sunday, February 5  

9:30 AM—Jacob Challenger 

Sunday, February 12  

9:30 AM—Ciara Gilbert & Charissa Gilbert 

Sunday, February 19  

9:30 AM—**Annabella Chaklos** 

**NOTE THE CORRECTION 

Sunday, February 26  

9:30 AM—Taylor Lazarchick 

Please do not use any tape on your Offering 
envelopes. Tape must be ripped off from 

each envelope because it jams the shredder. 
If the glue doesn’t stick, tuck the flap inside. 

Also, it would be a great help if you would 
record the amount on the outside of the en-

velope. Thank you! 

Do you have a parishioner neighbor who can no 

longer get to church? Please take a bulletin to 
them. If they are not on our Communion Call list, 
please suggest they contact the rectory to arrange 

visits. 

The Divine Mercy Perpetual Adoration Chapel 

New Open Hours: Sunday 12am, 4am; Tuesday 
2am, 4am, 10am; Friday 10am, 6pm; Saturday 
12pm, 7pm. For information, please call Aleece 
(570-449-7678). 

St. Patrick Parish Spaghetti Dinner, Sunday 

February 12, 11:30 am-2:30 pm in the Par-

ish Center. Eat in or Take out, Adults, $8; 

Children, $3.50. 

St. Joseph Center for Special Learning is hav-
ing lots of activities for Catholic Schools Week, 
January 30-February 3. Be sure to read the 
events on the posters at our church entrances. 

Rest in Peace to Pasquale Pilo who entered 

his eternal rest this past week. May he rest 

in peace. 

SUNDAY COLLECTION  

2016/2017 Budget  

 (All Funds) 
$200,000.00 

Amount Needed Weekly $3,846.00 

Collection January 22 $3,527.00 

Cemetery $  —————— 

Needed to Date (30th week) $115,380.00 

Collected to Date (30th week) $111,569.00 

Over/(Under) Budget $(3,811.00) 

   LECTORS 
    EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS  

February 5-12 

Sister Mary Jane/Michael Melincavage 

 

February 19-26 

Judy Johnson/Elizabeth Harrison 

UPCOMING COLLECTIONS  
February 5 

1st—Weekly   2nd—Building Fund 
February 12 

1st—Weekly    2nd—Cemetery Upkeep 
Weekend Mass Attendance for January 22 

9:30AM:  134 
48 families gave their offering envelopes at St. 

Clare of Assisi’s 4pm Mass. 

Note: If you are attending Mass at any other 
church, please remember to drop off or mail your 
offering envelopes. Thank you for supporting your 

parish! 

Please also note our posting of collection informa-
tion to make budget, we are ‘year to date’ 

$3,811.00 in the red. 



 

 

 
Parish Council Meeting 

Fr. Bill would like to convene a meeting of the par-

ish council on Wednesday, February 8 at 6:30PM in 

the rectory dining room. Please contact Mary Ann if 

one can attend. 

Lessons from Fr. Francis Patrick Mulcahy S. J. of the 
MASH 4077  - Priesthood is a Thankless Job 

(Fr. Bill’s Note: I believe many people have thankless 
jobs, not just priests.) 

The beauty of the television series MASH was that this 
show was an experiment in matrix thinking, meaning 
there was not just one thing going on. In most episodes 
of MASH there was the main story line with two smaller 
story lines occurring at the same time. One main story 

line surprisingly was devoted to Fr. Mulcahy entitled “Dear 
Sis”. Fr. Mulcahy is writing a letter to his sister who also 
happens to be a religious sister working in an orphanage. 
(Oh the days of the 1940’s and 50’s where familys gave 

both a son and a daughter to God. Remember to pray for 
vocations!) 

The priest is pouring out his heart to her expressing his 
struggles of feeling useful. “Most of the time I honestly 
don’t know whether I’m doing any good or not.He sees all 
the good the doctors are doing with noticeable benefits. 
He laments that on Sundays, hardly anyone comes to 

Mass.  

Nativity BVM Diocesan Music Festival, Saturday, 
January 28 beginning at 2 pm. All are welcome to attend. 

Store Gift Cards that benefit our Catholic Schools—
Both Assumption and Nativity can sell gift cards for local 
grocery stores, department stores in Schuylkill County as 

well as Berks County and the Lehigh Valley, gasoline gift 
cards, etc. The school receives a percentage of the sale of 
these gift cards. Why not use these gifts cards to pur-

chase your groceries, gas, restaurants, etc and help ei-
ther our Catholic grade school or high school in the proc-
ess? Contact the school office for more information. 

Upcoming Parish Events 

First Penance—Saturday, March 11 at 10 am at St. Clare 
of Assisi followed by lunch for First Communicants and 

parents. 
First Holy Communion—Sunday, May 14 at 9:30 Mass. 

Looking for Religious Goods? 

Berger’s Trinity Peace Religious Goods Store in Elysburg 

right on Route 54 (if you get to the Scheetz and McDon-
ald’s you went too far). Berger’s specializes in rosaries, 
statues, missals and prayer books, medals, spiritual read-
ing, etc. They are open Tuesday through Thursday (10-6), 
Friday (10-8) and Saturday 10-4). Frank and Sue are 

wonderful people! Pay them a visit to their great store; 
one will not be disappointed. Phone 570-672-9339. 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass followed by Veneration 

of the First-Class Relic of Saint Pauline Visintainer of the 

Agonizing Heart of Jesus, Patron Saint of Diabetics and all 

those who are sick, will be held this Monday, January 30 

at 5 p.m. at Our Lady’s Chapel of St. Patrick Church. 

 

From Pastor’s Desk 
Grateful for Saying our Sunday Masses 

February 5 – Fr. Connolly 
February 12 – Fr. Bill 

February 19 – Msgr. Handges 

February 26 – Fr. Bill 
March 5 — Fr. Connolly 

Another Thought from Fr. Bill’s Retreat 
One of my other meditations from retreat was “the storm 
at sea” where the boat of Apostles and a sleeping Jesus 
was in danger of being swapped and sinking during a vio-
lent storm on the Sea of Galilee.  

There are two significant maritime laws that we could ap-
ply here to this passage. 

Abandon Ship! – The order to abandon ship can only be 
given by the Captain. It is only given after every action 

has been taken to save the ship and prevent the crew 
from entering into a tempest sea unnecessarily.  

While we know our St. Stephen’s situation is grim, we are 
still afloat. No one knows how long we can stay afloat but 

nonetheless we are still here. Only a new bishop will de-
termine when to abandon ship or to try to continue to 
stay floating. Therefore, as your pastor I ask you to hang 
in there! People transferring to other parishes now will 
only make our problems at St. Stephen’s worst. I am do-
ing my very best to be a good pastor to you during these 
difficult times. I need to know you are working with me to 

stabilize the ship as best we can. Yes there will need to be 
some serious decisions and changes made, but let’s hang 
in there until the order is given. 

The Captain Always Goes Down with the Ship! – A good 

Captain will never leave the bridge with passengers and 
crew on board. He will only leave after he is assured 

every action has been taken to save the ship. 

In the Marcan passage of the storm on the sea, Jesus 
(our Captain) was asleep in the stern of the ship. He was 

not sleeping on the job, rather He was trusting in God the 
Father’s care for him and the Apostles. When they wake 
Jesus, Jesus rebukes them for not trusting in God. 

Our parish’s situation and future rests with God. We need 

to trust his divine judgment. As your pastor, my only in-
terest is in the salvation of souls. We are on this perilous 
journey together. Let us pray that God’s Will for our par-
ish be done and we do everything to be open to God’s 
Will. 

Date Mass Count Collection Information 

1/1 110 people 118 families contributed $2,345; 
Solemnity of Mary $841 

1/8 160 people  155 families contributed $3,487 
to weekly; Cemetery was $462 

1/15 97 people 93 families contributed $1,960; 
Fuel & Heat $897 including $500 
anonymous donation 

1/22 137 people 132 families contributed $3,204; 

Regional School $323 



 

 

 St. Stephen New Cemetery 

Valley St., Port Carbon 

Burial Plots, $450 or 2 for $800 

with Perpetual Care 

Call Mary Ann at the Rectory 

during business hours. 

570-622-6600 

 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

JOSEPH AND JOAN 

KRYNOCK 

 

HAPPY 

169th ANNIVERSARY 

TO OUR PARISH 

FOUNDED BY 

BISHOP JOHN NEUMANN 

JULY 17, 1847 

 

 

 

WE MISS YOU DAD! 

RICHARD W. THOMAS 

10/17/1933ñ3/21/2012 

GONE BUT NOT 

FORGOTTEN 

  

Donõt forget to 

tell our 

Advertisers 

where you saw 

their ad! 

  

 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

DONNA M. ZELINSKY 

 

Maryann Conway, Esquire 

1825 West Market Street 
Pottsville, Pennsylvania 

17901 
A family lawyer in business 
for more than 20 years serv-
ing mothers and fathers and 
children and helping to plan 
and administer estates.570-

628-4582 
maryannconwaylaw@gmail.com 

ROBERT A. EVANS, JR.  

FUNERAL HOME 

208 Pike Street 

Port Carbon, PA 17965 

570-622-8411 

Annual Sponsor of our 

Parish Calendars 

 

 

IN MEMORY OF 

REV. JOHN JOSEPH 

McNAMARA 

TUSONõS TV & APPLIANCES 

475 SUNBURY ST. 

MINERSVILLE, PA 17954 

SERVICE FIRST  - 

QUALITY ALWAYS 

JOHN LAZARCHICK, OWNER 

570-544-4252 

CELL 570-691-8581 

 

Please  

Support Our  

Advertisers 


