SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER/DIVINE MERCY SUN-

DAY
APRIL 23, 2017
From Pastor’s Desk

: Every year we celebrate Easter for seven weeks - “a

: week of weeks” — because we need all this time to appre-

: ciate all the new things that God is doing in our lives.

: Today is the Second Sunday of Easter but it is formerly
i referred to as “Doubting Thomas” Sunday and most re-
: cently through the efforts of Saint Pope John Paul II
:“Divine Mercy” Sunday.

§On this Sunday we focus on the early Church and how
: those disciples received and spread the Good News
: (Gospel) of God’s merciful love. Mercy is the forgiving or

i forgetting of our mistakes or transgressions. God forgives :

i all who sincerely strive to live right and just lives.

: St. Peter in our Second Reading speaks directly to us
:about our faith: “Even though you do not see Him now

i yet believe in Him.” This prepares us for Jesus’ final Be-
: atitude: "Blessed are those who have not seen and have
i believed.” As we hear these sacred scriptures today, es-

: pecially the story of Thomas the Doubter, let us listen for

i the passages and words that speak to our own faith so
: that we may grow in loving our Risen Lord.
: (Continued on page 3)

Note: If you are attending Mass at any other church, ex-

i cept St. Clare of Assisi, please drop off or mail your offer-

:ing envelopes to St. Stephen Church.Thank you for sup-
: porting your parish!

St. Stephen Roman Catholic Church
218 Valley Street
Port Carbon PA 17965
Phone: 570-622-6600 FAX: 570-622-9817
OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday-Friday 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
(closed Monday)

Rev. Msgr. William F. Glosser, V.F., M.A., M.Div.,
Administrator—570-429-0701
or 570-622-6600 Tues-Fri 10 am-3 pm

SCAssisi@ptd.net or saintstephen2@verizon.net

Rev. David W. Karns, M.Div., Pastor Emeritus

Website - http://saintstephen2.com
E-mail Address - saintstephen2@verizon.net
Mass Schedule
Sunday: 9:30 AM

**Please consult weekly Schedule inside for Holy-
days and changes

-accessible 6

We are handicap

CERTIFICATES OF ELIGIBILITY

receiving and using weekly envelopes,

CHANGES OF ADDRESS Please notify us as soon as you are aware that you will be moving. Our deadline to change a
mailing address for envelopes is the last weekday of the month prior to delivery. Envelopes are non-profit rate and are
not allowed to be forwarded by the U. S. P. S. They must be returned to us and then we must pay postage again on
the returned mail. Thank you for your cooperation.

MARRIAGES : Couples planning to be married must contact the pastor at least 1 year prior to the desired date of
the marriage.
BAPTISMS : Call the Rectory to Schedule

to act as a Confirmation Sponsor, Godparent, Marriage Witness, etc., will only be
issued to parishioners who are actually registered in the parish and attend Mass on a regular basis. Ifyouare not

you are NOT REGISTERED.

The Rosary

PREP/CCD : A child preparing to receive any Sacrament must be a practicing Catholic and in a Religious Education Pro-
gram for two consecutive years immediately prior to receiving the Sacrament. CCD/PREP families must be
registered parishioners. See http://svrep.weebly.com/ for more information.

is prayed before each Mass on weekends and weekdays. (Please join us about 30 minutes before each
Mass)
St. Vincent de Paul Society — Second Monday of the month at 6:00 PM in the Rectory
NOTE: Diocesan Policies on the Protection of Youth can be found at
http://www.allentowndiocese.org/the-diocese/youth-protection/

Sister Mary Jane Dunleavy, S.S.]).— Pastoral Associate— Phone—570-544-2464
Mary Ann Lubinsky—Local Safe Environment Coordinator— Phone—570-622-6600
Ms. Wendy S. Krisak— Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator— Direct Line—800-791-9209
Sr. Meg Cole, S.S.]J., M.S., LMFT— Diocesan Safe Environment Coordinator— Phone—610-332-0442, Ext. 19
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SANCTUARY CANDLE INTENTION

NOTE: St. Clare of Assisi Masses

4 PM Saturday (April 29) - Virginia Hoffman (Bill & Ann McGowan &

Family)

4 PM Saturday (May 6) - Angeline Deramo (Nick Maccarone & Angie

DeStefano)
Masses at St. Stephen

Sunday (April 23) Second Sunday of Easter/Divine Mercy Sunday

9:30 AM—Anna Piacine, Glenn Adams, Mira Megler, Dec’d Members of
Piacine Family, Lawrence & Regina Holohan (Betty Adams)

Father Connolly
Sunday (April 30) Third Sunday of Easter

9:30 AM—John V. Pogera (50th Anniv) and Helen Pogera (1st Anniv)

(Children, Donna, John & Ann)
Father Bill

Sunday (May 7) Fourth Sunday of Easter

9:30 AM—Anthony Deramo (Baldine Traini Rossi) and
Russell Vandermartin (Marcella Hamilton
Father Connolly

UPCOMING COLLECTIONS
April 30: 1st—Weekly 2nd—Fuel & Heat
May 7: 1st—Weekly 2nd—Building Fund

Easter Flower Offerings can be made any weekend through
April 23. Thank you for your continued generosity.

Weekend Mass Attendance for April 16
9:30AM: 274
18 attended St. Clare of Assisi’'s Masses

118 families contributed $2,703.00 to Weekly; Other parish funds,
Building $25; Fuel & Heat $402.00; Regional School $5; Loose
$117. 141 families contributed $4,645.00 to the Easter Sunday

Collection. Thank you for your generosity.
Please also note our posting of collection information to make
budget, we are ‘year to date’ $5,702.00 in the red.

SUNDAY COLLECTION

2016/2017 Budget
/ udge $200,000.00

(AIll Funds)
Amount Needed Weekly $3,846.00
Collection April 16 $3,252.00

Cemetery $

Needed to Date (42nd week) $161,532.00

Collected to Date (42nd week) $155,236.00

Over/(Under) Budget $(6,296.00)

LECTORS
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS

April 30
Ed Tray/Elizabeth Harrison
May 7-14
Sister Mary Jane/Lisa Gasper

May 21-28
Judy Johnson/Maureen Challenger

Servers’
Schedule

Sunday, April 30
*»* 9:30 AM—Emily Yordy

Sunday, May 7
*»* 9:30—Aiden Brennan

Sunday, May 14
9:30 AM—Neiko Eckley

Sunday, May 21
9:30 AM—Emily Gasper
**PLLEASE NOTE CORRECTIONS

Please DO NOT USE CELLOPHANE TAPE on
your Offering envelopes. Tape must be ripped off
from each envelope because it jams up the
shredder. If the glue doesn't stick, tuck the flap
inside. Also, it would be a great help if you
would record your offering amount on the
outside of the envelope. All checks must be
payable to ST STEPHEN CHURCH. Thank you!

The Divine Mercy Perpetual Adoration Chapel
New Open Hours: Sunday 12am, 4am; Tuesday
2am, 8am; Friday 3 pm; Saturday 12pm, 1pm.
For information, please call Aleece (570-449-
7678).

St. Vincent de Paul Society News

Due to the fact that we have only one weekly
Mass, the St. Vincent de Paul Society decided on
a “"Bakeless” Bake Sale and are asking for dona-
tions to our treasury to pay for our yearly ex-
penses. There will be baskets to receive dona-
tions at both entrances to the church on May 14.
Next meeting will be May 8.

Grateful for Saying our Sunday Masses

April 23 - Fr. Connolly
April 30 - Fr. Bill
May 7 - Fr. Connolly
May 14 - Fr. Bill
May 21 - Msgr. Handges
May 28 - Father Bill




From Pastor’s Desk (Continued from page 1)
The Sacrament of Confirmation

Bishop Cullen our retired Bishop of Allentown conferred
the Sacrament of Confirmation upon our following parish-
ioners this last Wednesday: Cade Herndon, Joshua
Jacoby and Christopher Laundry.

Nativity Golden Cross Award

This Saturday evening the former principal of our St.
Stephen’s Regional School, Mrs. Millie (Fanelli) Scarbinsky
of the NBVM Class ‘67 received Nativity’s Golden Cross
Award of Excellence in promoting or personifying Catholic
Education.

Millie began her teaching career in 1971 and taught in
five Catholic elementary schools in Pennsylvania and
Ohio. She served the local Church well for nine years as
principal of St. Stephen’s Regional School, Port Carbon.
Our congratulations on this honor!

Upcoming Events

First Holy Communion at St. Stephen—
Sunday, May 14 at 9:30

First Holy Communion Helps

In order to assist parents for First Holy Communion
preparations for their children, we suggest the following
resources:

First Holy Communion dresses for girls can be found at
The Way to Emmaus Religious Goods Store, Emmaus PA.
610-965-8855

For Communion dress veils, boy’s First Holy Communion
ties, and other gifts for communicants can be found at
Berger's Trinity Peace Religious Goods, Elysburg, PA.
Check out Berger’'s merchandise at our mission. 800-672-
6599

For professional First Holy Communion Photography con-
tact Mrs. Amy Dusel, proprietor of Ruby-Laine Photogra-
phy 570-449-2831.

Gift Cards and Store Gift Cards to benefits our
Catholic Schools

Both Assumption and Nativity can sell gift cards for local
grocery stores, department stores in Schuylkill County as
well as Berks County and the Lehigh Valley, gasoline gift
cards, etc. The school receives a percentage of the sale of
these gift cards. Why not use these gifts cards to pur-
chase your groceries, gas, restaurants, etc and help ei-
ther our Catholic grade school or high school in the proc-
ess? Contact the school office for more information.

Looking for Religious Goods?

Berger’s Trinity Peace Religious Goods Store in Elysburg
right on Route 54 (if you get to the Scheetz and McDon-
ald’s you went too far). Berger’s specializes in rosaries,
statues, missals and prayer books, medals, spiritual read-
ing, etc. They are open Tuesday through Thursday (10-6),
Friday (10-8) and Saturday 10-4). Frank and Sue are
wonderful people! Pay them a visit to their great store;
one will not be disappointed. Phone 570-672-9339.

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass followed by Veneration
of the First-Class Relic of Saint Pauline Visintainer of the
Agonizing Heart of Jesus, Patron Saint of Diabetics and all
those who are sick, will be held this Monday, April 24th at
5 p.m. at Our Lady’s Chapel of St. Patrick Church.

Nativity BVM High School - Beauty and the Beast
Nativity BVM Drama Club will perform their Spring musi-
cal production of Disney’s Beauty & The Beast on Fri-
day, April 28 and Saturday, April 29 at 7PM and on Sun-
day, April 30 at 2PM. Come see the magic of Disney come
alive on the stage of our local Catholic high school featur-
ing our local talent like St. Clare’s parishioner Hannah
Dowd. A great show for children of all ages and a wonder-
ful opportunity for grandparents and parents to spend
time with your children and grandchildren.

Assumption BVM School News

Assumption BVM School Basket Auction will be held on
Saturday, April 29" and Sunday, April 30" at St. Clare of
Assisi Parish Hall in Saint Clair.

Assumption BVM School will have an Open House on
Thursday, May 4" from 6-8pm. Science Fair projects will
also be on display.

Nativity BVM High School - Chinese Auction
Sunday, May 7th at 2 pm. Doors open at 11 am. Shop &
Drop Saturday May 6th, 4-8 pm, over 200 prizes. Grand
Prize $1,000 Shopping Spree. Refreshments and home-
made food. Call Diane at 570-294-0551.

SAVE THE DATE FOR A WOMEN'S DAY OF SPIRITU-
ALITY SPONSORED BY THE COMMISSION FOR WOMEN
June 10, 2017 9 AM To 3 PM Cost $20.00, St. Thomas
More Family Center. Theme: “Blessed Is She” Reflections
on Elizabeth, Mother Of St. John The Baptist

Presenter: Reverend Richard Brensinger

Register at www.allentowndiocese.org/CFW-spirituality.
Questions, please call Joanie Norelli at 917-406-4879 or
email cfw@allentwondiocese.org.

Post Abortion Healing Retreat

Hurting from a past abortion? Plan to attend the Rachel’s
Vineyard Retreat Weekend, June 23-25, 2017 (English)
through Catholic Charities. Within a safe, confidential, non
-judgmental environment, experience God’s healing love,
and forgiveness. For more information or to register call
Sr. Meg at 610-332-0442 Ext. 19, toll free at 1-866-3
Rachel, or projectrachel@allentowndiocese.org For a com-
plete listing of Retreat dates and locations visit the na-
tional Rachel’s Vineyard website at
www.rachelsvineyard.org

Prayer and Care Day for Caregivers... on June 24,
2017, a Prayer and Care Day for Caregivers will be held at
St. Joseph Center for Special Learning, Pottsville. The
morning will be devoted to talks given by Sr. Christen
Shukwit, OSF on the Spirituality of Caregiving. After lunch
a variety of activities for pampering the caregiver will be
available. There is no charge to the caregiver for this day.
If you are or know someone who is a Caregiver for a
loved one who is ill or has a disability and is English
speaking this day is for you. To receive an invitation,
please contact Sr. Janice Marie Johnson, RSM at jjohn-
son@allentowndiocese.org or 610-657-9624.
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New Patients Welcome )
OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT : E iJ' = HAPPY E ij =
. 169th ANNIVERSARY
MATTHEW C. SOPHY, D.O.
BOARD CERTIFIED FAMILY PRACTICE AND GERIATRICS To OU R PARISH
h i e FOUNDED BY
BISHOP JOHN NEUMANN
TELEPHONE: 570-622-6302
FAX: 570-622-7153 J U LY 1 7 1 847
14
==  TOTALACCESSIBILITY LLC
I |
WE MISS YOU DAD! | ACORN Stairlifts
K PRIDE Mobility Scooters and Accessories
RICHARD W. THOMAS
10/17/1933f 3/21/2012 Handicapped Ramps * Wheelchair lifts and carriers
MADE IN USA - Custom Canes & Walking Sticks
GONE BUT NOT 570-622-7785 * 570-490-7750
FORGOTTEN 108 Coal Street, Port Carbon PA 087456
Dondot f|l =M. [ O Please
tell our == sce s 'S
HAHNER BROS, INC. : S o
Ad vertisers Celebrating our 73rd Year U p p ort ur
where vou saw 12N. 22nd Street IN MEMORY OF
Y Pottsville, PA 17901 DONNA M. ZELINSKY Adver’rlsers
. Phone: 570-622-6150
their ad! Fax: 570-622-7050
Email: scott.hahns@comcast.net
Maryann Conway, Esquire  ROBERT A. EVANS, JR. . TUSONG8S TV &
1825 West Market Street FUNERAL HOME = = 475 SUNBURY ST.
Pottsville, Pennsylvania _ I MINERSVILLE, PA 17954
A family lawyer in business | Port Carbon, PA 17965 IN MEMORY OF
for more than 20 years serv- 570-622-8411 QUALITY ALWAYS
ing mothers and fathers and REV. JOHN JOSEPH
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